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Dear Parents / Carers 

Re: Wales is at alert level 4 as there is an increased transmission of the new COVID-19 strain. 

Please find below a summary of information that has been shared with schools. 

The Minister for Education announced on 8th January that the Welsh Government, has agreed, as part the 

Welsh Government’s three-week review timetable, all schools and colleges will definitely stay shut until the 

start of February and probably until half term unless there is a significant reduction in coronavirus rates 

reduce significantly by 29th January. 

This action is being taken because the new variant is far more infections and is leading to increased 

numbers of people falling ill and being hospitalised.  

We have been told that the new variance does not mean schools have suddenly become unsafe. However, 

keeping schools open does encourage children and adults to mix – inside and outside the school gates – at a 

time when cases of coronavirus are high in the community and we have a very infectious strain spreading 

quickly. 

We will continue to provide online learning during this time. We will continue to work with Welsh 
Government and local authorities to best plan for the rest of the term. This is the best way to ensure that 
parents, staff and learners can be confident in the return to face to face learning, based on the latest 
evidence and information. 

Wales remains in the highest level of restrictions. Everyone must stay at home. 

Schools and colleges will remain open for children of critical workers and vulnerable learners, 

The Welsh Government has provided funding to local authorities to ensure the continued provision of free 

school meals for eligible children. 

Every child who can be safely cared for at home should be. However, if a parents/carers work is critical to 
the COVID-19 response or is in a key sector such as health and social care and the child/children cannot be 
kept safely at home, then priority should be given for continued education provision. 

We appreciate you continued support and will keep you informed of changes as we are made aware of 
them. 

Yours sincerely, 

Susanne Roderick 
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